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Google expected
to pay $22.5M for
privacy violation
SAN FRANCISCO — Google
is poised to pay a fine of
£22.5 million to resolve
allegations that it broke
a privacy promise by se-
cretly tracking millions of

Web surfers who rely on
Apple’s Safari hmwser ac-

BI/

DIGEST

Your business
news in brief

ated Press
on Tuesday
asked not to
be identified because the
fine has yet to be approved
by the Federal Trade Com-
mission, which oversees
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If approved by the
FTC's five commissioners,
the $22.5 million penalty
would be the largest the
agency has ever imposed
on a single company.
Fitch gives AAA rating
to U.S., adds a caution

WASHINGTON — Fitch
Ratings has retained the
U.S. at its top AAA credit
rating but also left the out-

J.C. Penney lays off 350
at Texas headquarters

NEW YORK — More
than five months into big
changes under its new
CEOQ, J.C. Penney an-

The Associated Press

RALEIGH — The man un-
expectedly appointed as
Duke Energy’s CEQ said
Tuesday that the executive
who was to succeed him
inthetﬂp,}ubwasdumped
minutes after
America's largest electric

Progress Energy CEQ
Eill Johnson had been
designated to lead the ex-
panded company, but it
was Duke Energy CEQ
Jim Rogers who ended
up getting the job after
the two companies were
merged.

The N.C. Utilities Com-
mission is investigating
whether it was misled af-
ter approving the merger
June 29. State law allows
the commission to rescind
or alter its decision ap-
proving the merger. The
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prise minutes after the

merger closed July 2. He
said Duke Energy’s 10

voted to keep Johnson at
ther he nor Johnson took
part in that closed-door
meeting.

Rogers told state regula-

tors that Duke Energy di-
rectors told him they were

disappointed in Johnson's
authoritarian style, ongo-

ing problems with Prog-
ressEnergy’sclmed
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Crystal River nuclear
plant in Florida, and dis-

Duke CEO switch described

Rogers' testimony.
Johnson, 58, signed a
three-year employment
contract five days before
the merger concluded. The
new company announced
hours after the merger
that Johnson was leaving

by “mutual agreement.”

Johnson is due to receive
up to almost $45 million in

Hotel named
to magazine's
‘world’s best’

By Tina FIRESHEETS
Staff Writer

GREENSBORO — The
city’s greenest hotel con-
tinues to draw national ac-
colades and recognition.

Proximity Hotel was re-
cently named one of the
“world's best” by Travel +
Leisure magazine on one
of its various rating lists.
Proximity Hotel is ranked
41st on the magazine's list
of top 50 hotels located in
large cities in the United
States. The Waldorf As-
ﬁ;t.udainf:hicagotnpsﬂmt

Since opening in 2007,
Proximity Hotel has been
featured in Southern Liv-

The Proximity incorpo-
rated more than 70 ways

NELSON KEPLEY/News & Record

This restored stream is one element of the “green” innovations incorporated into the construction of Proximity Hotel, which was
recently named one of the “world's best” by Travel + Leisure magazine.

to reduce its carbon foot-
print, from its construction
to guest services.

. Sixty
percent of the water for
both the hotel and restau-
rant is heated with solar
panels that cover the roof-
top. The bistro bar is made

of salvaged walnut trees
that were either damaged
urfe]ldunngastmm.

honor of being a part of
wonderful memories for
people, and that — I think
— is very rewarding,” Vil-

lier said.
He also said the Travel
+ Leisure honor is espe-

ting it on par to those in

other cities that you relate
to a high level of luxury,”
Villier said. “It's the high-

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

est honor.”

Three other North
Carolina hotels made the
list. The Umstead Hotel
& Spa in Cary is ranked
11th, Asheville's Grand
Bohemian Hotel ranked
34th, and Charlotte’s Ritz-
Carlton was S0th.

Contact Tina Firesheets at
373-3498 or tina.firesheets
@news-record. com
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