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Daylight, Fluorescents at the Fore

Stepping into the hotel’s chic Social Lobby, which
features a two-story-high ceiling and an open floor plan
framed by winding spiral staircases, you wouldn’t think
you were in a so-called “eco-friendly” hotel. But look
around and you'll notice the locally made furnishings,
not to mention the floor-to-ceiling windows allowing
natural light to flood the lobby.

Lighting fixtures are sparse and half of the four ceiling
fixtures are generally turned off during the day to preserve
ambiance. To further set the mood, six 20W spotlights
are aimed at orchid plants throughout the lobby.

The hotel’s Print Works Bistro is enclosed by 52
7-foot-tall windows on three walls, overlooking the
gardens. “We could take away half of the windows
in the restaurant and ic’d still be completely day-lit,”
Quaintance says.

Given the sheer abundance of natural lighting,
Quaintance strove to create the ideal lighting system to
complete the restaurant’s atmosphere. The answer? Four-
pin compact fluorescent lights with electronic ballasts that
offer lumen outputs approximately four times greater than
incandescent bulbs, not to mention a fraction of the heat.

The lights are enclosed in custom-painted lamp shades and wired to a dimming system,
which runs them at about 16 percent output at night and 25 percent during the day.

“Otherwise, it looks like we're closed,” Quaintance says.

All of the 147 guest rooms feature extra-large windows, measuring 7 feet, 4 inches on each
side. To maximize the natural light, the rooms include light-colored furnishings and walls, and

the lamps have adjustable settings.

Like most hotels, Proximity is not just for travelers but also plays host to business
conferences, weddings and family reunions in its 7,200 square feet of event space. Much like
the rest of the hotel, event rooms boast ample natural light through large windows. And
the energy-saving lighting technology doesn’t end with guest rooms and lobbies. The kitchen

features T5 fixtures, with an efficacy
of more than 100 lumens per watt,
Even the emergency stairwells are
energy efficient. A normal stairwell
typically requires two 4-foot T12

compromising
a luxurious
experience
for guests.

stairwells use one fixture on each
landing.

While Quaintance’s initial concerns
about sacrificing the guest experience
in the name of energy efficiency were
reasonable, the resules have left no
doubt about the decision to pursue a
LEED Platinum rating.

“We have zero lighting complaints,”
Quaintance says. In fact, guest reviews
overall have been remarkably positive.
“If you go deep and really consider
everything and test this stuff, you can
use half the lighting load. You'll be
delighted with the outcomes and so
will your guests.”
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The Proximity Hotel is the
sole holder of prestigious
LEED Platinum status and
has successfully minimized

lights per landing, but the Proximity’s [AEUEVEAIUEE
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